
 

Dear NYAS Advocate/Independent Visitor/Volunteer/Carer,  

You may be aware of previous campaigns that have taken place in England and Wales regarding the issue of care-

experienced children and young people’s belongings being moved in bin bags. Whilst practice has improved within some 

local authorities, sadly many care-experienced children and young people are telling us that this is still happening. 

Children and young people also tell us that their belongings sometimes become lost or damaged in the process of 

moving, and experience a lack of dignity as a result.   

That is why NYAS will be campaigning to make sure all children and young people’s belongings are moved with dignity 

and respect between placements. This includes ensuring adequate provisions for moving personal items, making sure 

children and young people are aware of their rights and entitlements regarding placement moves and ensuring they are 

meaningfully consulted during every part of the moving process. 

That’s where you come in. Our campaign team are eager to hear from children and young people of all ages. As well as 

creating a survey designed for young people roughly over eleven years of age, we’ve also created a workbook for under-

elevens to complete, so that their voices can be heard just as loudly as their older peers. Our plan is to welcome 

anonymous workbook submissions for a period of six weeks, and we’d be extremely grateful if you could help the 

children under eleven who you support to take part. 

To try and get you and the children you support as excited as we are for what’s shaping up to be one of NYAS’ flagship 

campaigns, we’ve come up with some fun engagement tips for completing the workbook: 

Engagement tips 

• Print the workbook: If you don’t have access to a printer, please contact jennifer.downie@nyas.net and a 

printed copy of the workbook will be sent directly to you. 

• Fill out your own workbook with the children you support: There’s nothing better than having a friend to share 

in the enjoyment of an activity, so why not complete a NYAS workbook too with the child you’re helping? 

Telling them what you’d pack in your own bag for moving may inspire them to have their own ‘lightbulb 

moments’ when it comes to what treasured items they’d pack in their own bag. 

• Make this task interactive: So that the child or young person doesn’t become fed up with filling out the 

workbook, make this activity as interactive as possible! If you’re working with a younger child, acting out the 

different emotions on the emoji page may help to re-engage them. 

• Allow children to complete the workbook at their own pace: Some children may be happy to complete the 

workbook in one go, whereas others may wish to carry out the workbook over a few shorter sessions.  
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• Write down what they say: When care-experienced children decide to share their own experiences and views, 

these will be in their own words. That’s why it’s so important to capture what they are saying by writing it 

down. Afterwards, it’s good to paraphrase back to them to check you have properly understood what they’re 

telling you. 

• Be sensitive: Some children and young people may have strong emotional attachments to their most valued 

possessions for a variety of reasons or may have moved several times over the course of their lives. Be 

prepared to lend an ear and some words of encouragement whilst ensuring appropriate support is in place 

(should it be needed!). If concerns about a child’s safety ever arise, then be prepared to follow your agency’s 

safeguarding procedures. 

Informed consent 

• It is essential that children and young people under the age of eleven consent to completing the workbook. You 

should provide them with context on what NYAS does, our upcoming campaign, and why we’d love for them to 

take part should be carried out in an age-friendly way. All submissions received will be treated with the strictest 

confidentiality, providing there are no safeguarding risks.  If at any point the child or young person changes 

their mind and does not wish to continue with completing the booklet for whatever reason, you should 

consider this as their withdrawal of consent.  

• We are excited to see what young people share but before we do this, we need you to please tick to say that 

the young person fully consents to their information being used in our campaign on the workbook. The privacy 

and data protection of young people is important to us. The contribution provided will be: 

- stored and used for up to a period of three years unless you or the young person chooses to 

withdraw their consent. You can do this by contacting your project worker or emailing 

marketing@nyas.net. 

- used to promote or advertise NYAS’ services through our channels. 

How to submit 

We appreciate that the world has temporarily moved online throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, which is why we invite 

you to submit surveys in whatever way you find easiest:  

Mobile scanning applications: Most of us don’t have easy access to a physical scanner, so why not download an app on 

your phone that scans just as well? Compatible with Android and iOS devices, Adobe Scan can export PDFs efficiently. 

Here are some tips to help you get started: 

1. Allow your camera to bring the page you’re scanning into focus. Four blue 'handles’ should automatically 

identify the corners of the paper and take a photo. 

2. If Adobe Scan didn’t get the shape of the document quite right, you can drag the handles to adjust the borders.  

3. Click the bottom right-hand corner of your screen with the scanned page and select the option to “Save PDF” at 

the top right-hand corner of the screen.  
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4. At this point, it’s time to share a copy of the document by clicking “Share” and then “Mail”. All workbook copies 

should be emailed to jennifer.downie@nyas.net. 

By post: If you’d rather send in the workbook by post, please address it to the NYAS Birkenhead office. You should claim 

expenses for postage by sending your expense claims to expenses@nyas.net.  

Thank you for all you do to improve the lives of children and young people. We cannot wait to see the creative 

submissions which will play an integral part to our campaign. 

NYAS’ Influencing Team  
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