
NYAS position statement on Ukraine – March 2022 

NYAS stands in solidarity with the people of Ukraine and we urge the UK Government to 

strengthen its efforts and do all it can to bring this illegal invasion and war to a speedy end.  

NYAS also wishes to see immediate support being offered to Ukrainian families who are 

being displaced by the current crisis. 

NYAS exists to protect the rights of the child in ensuring they have a voice when key 

decisions are being made about their lives.  We are appalled to see the way in which the 

families in Ukraine – particularly the children – are having their homes and lives destroyed 

in front of the eyes of the world.  This is unacceptable and we call for it to be stopped with 

immediate effect and for the UK Government to assist in putting steps in place to protect 

the child and their future.  The UNCRC states that all children have a right to a life protected 

from war and armed conflict, a right to education, a right to survival, a right to refuge and 

recovery from trauma as well as a right to have their voices heard.  Children must be 

protected from having to endure and witness the aggression and violence that is currently 

destroying their homes and tearing their families apart. 

NYAS is concerned about the long-term impact of this war on the children of Ukraine and 

indeed in any country currently under siege or in conflict.  The UK government must do 

more  for them, and quickly,  protecting their mental health and well being to enable their 

future to be the best it can be. 

Displacing children who may become separated from their parents and siblings increases 

safeguarding risks for the child and the UK government must remain vigilant to this very real 

threat.  NYAS is calling on the UK Government to protect the children of Ukraine at all costs 

from exploitation and abuse.  

Our heart goes out to the people of Ukraine.  NYAS will work together with our staff and 

partners to offer support and compassion to their plight as we wish them peace and a safe 

passage to a place of safety. 

Rita Waters – Group CEO (England and Wales) 


